This book is written to call attention to surgical pitfalls and suggest means for their avoidance. Mistakes there must be and their number and gravity will depend upon the individual and his opportunities.
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A great deal of information is given as to possible surgical mistakes and accidents ; perhaps the subject is overdrawn. But the young surgeon particularly will learn from such a work of many errors, which otherwise might perhaps be left to the teaching of bitter experience.
The title of the book instinctively attracts the lay reader. He is apt to be obsessed by the tale of possible disasters, forgetting that the exception proves the rule?the rule being the wondrous safety of modern operations.
